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first offer, if they are satisfied there is no fraud in
it, and that the man has offered anything near the
extent of what he had left in the world to offer
from.

If, then, it be the tradesman's interest to accept
of the offer made, there needs no stronger argument
to be used with him for the doing it; and nothing
is more surprising to me than to see tradesmen the.
hardest to come into such compositions, and to push
on severities against other tradesmen, as if they
were out of the reach of the shocks of fortune
themselves, or that it was impossible for them ever
to stand in need of the same mercy; the contrary to
which I have often seen.

To what purpose should tradesmen push things
to extremities against tradesmen if nothing is to be
gotten by it; and if the insolvent tradesman will
take proper measures to convince the creditor that
his intentions are honest ? The law was made for
offenders; there needs no law for innocent men;
commissions are granted to manage knaves and
hamper and entangle cunning designing rogues,
who seek to raise fortunes out of their creditors'
estates, and exalt themselves by their own downfall;
they are not designed against honest men, neither,
indeed, is there any need of them for such.

Let no man mistake this part, therefore, and
think that I am moving tradesmen to be easy and
compassionate to rogues and cheats ; I am far from
it, and have given sufficient testimony of the con-
trary; having, I assure you, been the only person
who actually formed, drew up, and first proposed
that very clause to the house of commons, which
made it felony to the bankrupt to give in a false
account. It cannot, therefore, be suggested, with-
out manifest injustice, that I would, with one